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This Week
We’ll cover readings for May 9-May 15
Portions of 1 Kings and 2 ChroniclesPortions of 1 Kings and 2 Chronicles

Solomon Secures His Kingship
Solomon Blessed with WisdomSolomon Blessed with Wisdom
Building of the Temple
Dedication of the Templep
Construction of Cities and Royal Palace
Extent of Solomon’s Glory
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What the King Will Do ...
1 Samuel 8:10-13

10Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people 

g

Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people 
who were asking him for a king. 11He said, “This is what 
the king who will reign over you will do: He will take 
your sons and make them serve with his chariots and 
horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. 12Some 
he will assign to be commanders of thousands and he will assign to be commanders of thousands and 
commanders of fifties, and others to plow his ground 
and reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons 
of war and equipment for his chariots. 13He will take 
your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers.
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What the King Will Do ... (cont.)
1 Samuel 8:14-18

14He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and 

g ( )

He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and 
olive groves and give them to his attendants. 15He will 
take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give 

16it to his officials and attendants. 16Your menservants and 
maidservants and the best of your cattle and donkeys 
he will take for his own use 17He will take a tenth of he will take for his own use. He will take a tenth of 
your flocks, and you yourselves will become his 
slaves. 18When that day comes, you will cry out for 
relief from the king you have chosen, and the LORD 
will not answer you in that day.”
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What the King Must NOT Do
Deuteronomy 17:14-17

14When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving 

g

you and have taken possession of it and settled in it, and you 
say, “Let us set a king over us like all the nations 
around us,” 15be sure to appoint over you the king the 
LORD your God chooses. He must be from among your 
own brothers. Do not place a foreigner over you, one who 
is not a brother Israelite. 16The king, moreover, must not 
acquire great numbers of horses for himself or make 
the people return to Egypt to get more of them, for the 
LORD has told you, “You are not to go back that way y g y
again.” 17He must not take many wives, or his heart will 
be led astray. He must not accumulate large amounts 
of silver and gold.g
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We Begin to See the Prophecy Fulfilled
Conscripted Labor – Page 597

30,000 Israelites in shifts of 10,000/month sent to 

g p y

30,000 Israelites in shifts of 10,000/month sent to 
Lebanon

Forced Labor – Page 608g
All aliens in the land were conscripted for the slave 
labor force

Horses and Chariots – Page 610
1400 chariots and 12,000 horses (or horsemen)

Solomon’s Provisions – Page 611
A large quantity of grain and meat, provided by the 
di i  ffi  h hdistrict officers each month
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Solomon Anointed King
What events precede Solomon’s rise to the throne?

Adonijah assumes that he will be the next king

g

Adonijah assumes that he will be the next king
He conspires with Abiathar the priest and Joab to make 
it happen
He holds a coronation ceremony of sorts and invites all 
of David’s royal men, except Solomon, Nathan, Benaniah

d h  h  i h  i fand others who might interfere
Bathsheba reminds David of his promise to make 
Solomon kingSolomon king
David has Solomon anointed by Nathan and Zadok, 
then placed on the thronep
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Solomon Seals His Kingdom
What steps does Solomon take to solidify his power?

Adonijah, the pretender to the throne and full brother 

g

Adonijah, the pretender to the throne and full brother 
of Absalom, is executed
Abiathar, the priest who supported Adonijah, is 
removed from office, but spared because he once 
carried the Ark of the Covenant
J b  h  i i l l d  f h   i  d Joab, the conspiratorial leader of the army, is executed 
because he shed the blood of innocent men – Abner
and Amasaand Amasa
Shimei, the descendant of Saul who cursed and threw 
dirt at David as he fled from Absalom, is executed
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For Discussion
Why would David counsel Solomon to eliminate 
those who opposed David, even though he had t ose w o oppose  av , eve  t oug  e a  
shown kindness and mercy to them himself?

Joab and Shimei, specifically

How did/could this “clear me and my father’s house 
of the guilt and blood shed ...”?
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A Glimpse
1 Kings 3:2-3

2The people, however, were still sacrificing at the high 

p

The people, however, were still sacrificing at the high 
places, because a temple had not yet been built for the 
Name of the LORD. 3Solomon showed his love for the 
LORD by walking according to the statutes of his father 
David, except that he offered sacrifices and 
burned incense on the high placesburned incense on the high places.

Remember the prior discussion about Ba’al?
The Phoenician God of hilltops  mountains  and “high The Phoenician God of hilltops, mountains, and high 
places”
Sometimes referred to as the “Lord of Heaven”
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Solomon Builds the Temple
The Temple was built on the threshing floor of 
Araunah the Jebusite, which David had purchased

p

au a t e Jebus te, w c  av  a  pu c ase
Where the angel of the Lord stopped the destruction 
after David numbered the people
Sat atop Mount Moriah
The Lord instructed David to build an altar there

David began to accumulate materials before his death, 
so that Solomon would have everything he needed to 
b ild ibuild it
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Solomon’s Templep
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For Discussion
Does the temple say anything about the character of 
God?Go ?

If so, what?
What lessons can be drawn from it?
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π (Pi) in Chronicles
2 Chronicles 4:2

2He made the Sea of cast metal, circular in shape, 

( )

He made the Sea of cast metal, circular in shape, 
measuring ten cubits from rim to rim and five cubits 
high. It took a line of
thirty cubits to
measure around it.

C = π dC = π d
π = C / d
I  thi   ld In this case, π would 
have a value of 3
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π (Pi) in Chronicles (cont.)
So, we have a mathematical approximation of π to 
one digit in this passage

( ) ( )

o e g t  t s passage
A diameter of 10 cubits would result in an outer 
circumference of 31.415926535897932384626433 
8327950288419716939937510 cubits
However, if a rim of .225 cubits (4” - a handbreadth) 
i l d th   th  th  i  di t  ld b  9 55 circled the sea, then the inner diameter would be 9.55 

cubits and the inner circumference would be 30 cubits
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Solomon Dedicates the Temple
Solomon celebrates the dedication of the temple by:

Bringing the Tabernacle up from Gibeon

p

Bringing the Tabernacle up from Gibeon
It contained the sacred furnishings – which were holy

Bringing up the Ark from the Tent that David had g g p
pitched for it in Jerusalem

Note that the Ark now only contains the tablets of the 
L   i  f h  j  f   A ’  d h  Law - no mention of the jar of manna, or Aaron’s rod that 
budded

Sacrificing 22,000 head of cattle and 120,000 sheep and Sacrificing 22,000 head of cattle and 120,000 sheep and 
goats!
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Solomon’s Prayer
Beginning on Page 603
What strikes you about this prayer?

y

What strikes you about this prayer?
What does his prayer reveal about where God 
dwells?dwells?
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God Answers
2 Chronicles 7:1-3

1When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from 
heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the 
sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. 
22The priests could not enter the temple of the LORD 
because the glory of the LORD filled it. 3When all the 
Israelites saw the fire coming down and the glory of the Israelites saw the fire coming down and the glory of the 
LORD above the temple, they knelt on the pavement 
with their faces to the ground, and they worshiped and 
gave thanks to the LORD, saying, “He is good; his love 
endures forever.”

C ti i   P  607Continuing on Page 607
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God’s Name on the Temple
Solomon built the Temple of the Name of the Lord

Hebrew word translated as name is shema

p

Hebrew word translated as name is shema
Its meaning goes far beyond the name assigned to an 
object
Shema implies the attributes or characteristics of the 
person or object described
Therefore, the Temple was a monument to the 
characteristics of Yahweh, not simply His name

Th  t i  ill  t th  t  J ki d B  The twin pillars at the entrance, Jakin and Boaz, 
probably mean “He establishes” and “in Him is 
strength”, respectivelystrength , respectively
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Your Turn ...
What insights have you gained from this week’s study?
What did you find in these passages that you have What did you find in these passages that you have 
never seen before?
How did the Lord speak to your heart through the How did the Lord speak to your heart through the 
Word this week?
How will your walk with Him be different as a result?y
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Next Week
Readings for May 16-May 22

The Way of WisdomThe Way of Wisdom
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